BBSIG-12: A Glimpse of Moonlight
Guidelines for Ramadan 2021
General: mosques to conduct updated risk assessments to guide safe Ramadan
activities
Fasting: refer to BBSIG-05. Vaccine administration and swab testing do not
invalidate the fast, including if they induce involuntary vomiting
Mosque Iftar: permitted only with self-provided dates and water. No other
prepared food, no sharing with others. mosques can provide a limited supply of
dates and water (designated areas should be provided for those observing I’tikaf).
Tarawih: permitted in mosques with consideration given to ventilation, logistics,
and social distancing requirements, with no arbitrary restrictions on time or
number of sessions.
Recitation of the Quran in the mosque should ideally be done using one’s own
copy or device. If mosque-provided items are used, then they should be sanitised
before and after.
I’tikaf is likely to be permitted in most mosques, as it is an act of worship, subject to
a risk assessment and significant limitations on numbers of participants (also
excluding particularly high-risk individuals). Consideration should be given to a
separate location for mu’takifin, as well as exclusive access to kitchens and
wudu/shower areas.
Wudhu Facilities and Toilets may be opened during tarawih, subject to risk
assessment and safety measures.
Eid prayer is to be treated as with Jumu'a prayers in the mosque. Eid in public
spaces should be discussed with local authorities well beforehand and only
conducted if safe to do so.
Social gatherings at mosques is not permitted by the regulation.

All of the above is accordance with current government regulations and
has been verified with a senior government advisor.
In addition to the above, the following should also be taken into consideration. Reasonable
precautionary measures should be implemented to facilitate the Ramadan activity in a Covid-19
as safe manner throughout the month of Ramadan. These include:
i.

Ventilation incl. open windows,

iv.

All areas not in use such as kitchen to be out of bounds for general public,

v.

Regular cleaning rota esp. designated toilet facilities,

vi.

Social distancing between households,

vii.

Face coverings to be worn save for those who are exempt,

viii.

Regular announcements of the precautionary measures in place,

ix.

Placing appropriate notices on the noticeboard,

xi.

Testing of mu’takifin,

1. Introduction

The BBSI is a national assembly of imams, traditional scholars and Islamically literate Muslim
academics formed to facilitate scholarly intra-Muslim research and dialogue. Our aim is to
provide authoritative ethico-theological guidance and leadership on matters relevant to
Muslims, whilst promoting wider community welfare. It primarily seeks to do this by developing
theological leadership that can authentically represent the rich scholarly inheritance of Islam,
whilst responding flexibly to the context of modern times. Its ultimate aim is to both serve and
represent the Muslim community in an ethical, inclusive, professional, and scholar-led way.
The BBSI especially takes seriously the responsibility to provide theologically grounded,
practically focused, holistic and above all a cool-headed and far-sighted guidance to the
community in times of generalised anxiety and panic. This advice should be read in conjunction
with previous BBSI guidance, particularly BBSIG-05, and serves as an essential update to
Sections 4, 5, 6 & 8 of that document.
Following a meeting with a senior Government Adviser on 23 March 2021, the expected
Regulation from 12 April is likely to remain the same as currently in force, that is, to permit
individual and collective worship during the month of Ramadan. Further, the following activity
was confirmed to be permitted (subject to no Regulation changes)
This guidance will address the most salient issues that affect the community in this blessed
time. It is based on sharia guidelines about the performance of these central acts of worship,
but also takes into consideration the health and safety guidance from Public Health England, as
well as government guidance and regulations relating to lockdown. The major points have been
discussed and agreed with central government representatives just prior to publication, and
should serve as evidentiary in discussions with local authorities and health boards.
We pray that this month is one filled with spirituality, charity, striving, mercy and forgiveness for
all of us, through which we draw closer to our Lord and one another – emotionally, not
physically!

2. General
- All Masajid must ensure they have an up-to-date risk assessment according to law to
facilitate the Ramadan activities in a safe manner.
- It is best practice to notify the local authorities of all the Ramadan activities taking place to
avoid confusion over their understanding of the Regulations, and any misunderstandings.
- All decisions about any of the topics below are ultimately to be taken by individual
mosques, who should be supported by their communities whatever decision they take. They
have had to make very difficult decisions during this unprecedented period, and deserve our
thanks and support.

3. Fasting
- The primary act of worship during Ramadan is the daily fast, which is religiously
obligatory subject to a number of potential exemptions. For a detailed discussion of
fasting in the context of COVID-19, please refer to BBSIG-05.
- Receiving the vaccination does not invalidate the fast according to the
overwhelming majority of scholars. Similarly, taking a COVID-19 test (a swab
inserted into the nose or throat) does not invalidate the fast. If the
administration of the swab test induces vomiting, it is to be considered to
follow the rules of involuntary vomiting rather than self-induced vomiting, and
in most cases will not invalidate the fast. Consult your local scholar should this
happen.

4. Iftar
The breaking of the fast occurs just
before the maghrib prayer at
sunset, and is traditionally done in
the Masjid. It is acceptable to break
one’s fast at the Masjid, subject to
the following conditions:
- One does so with one’s own dates
and water only
- There should be no preparation of
food, nor open food brought to the
masjid with the exception of dates
and a closed bottle of water
- Sharing of food is not permitted by
regulation, as is any social mixing
outside of one’s household or
support bubble.
- Mosques can provide musallis
with a box of dates and bottle of
water, subject to hygiene
requirements
- It is recommended that musallis
assume their places for prayer, as
they would during a normal prayer,
and break their fast with their own
dates and water there, before
standing to pray in the same spot,
and then departing as normal

Abu Huraira related that the Prophet
(peace be upon him) said:

Allah the Majestic and Exalted
said: “Every deed of man will
receive 10 to 700 times reward,
except Siyam (fasting), for it is for
Me and I shall reward it (as I like).
There are two occasions of joy for
one who fasts: one when he
breaks the fast and the other
when he will meet his Lord”
(Muslim).

5. Congregational Tarawih
• Tarawih is an emphasised sunna according to all schools of law, and is observed by
performing 20 (or in some opinions, 8) rakats, performed after the isha prayer. It is customary
(but not necessary or even a Prophetic sunna) for the entire Quran to be recited during
tarawih in the month of Ramadan.
• Tarawih may be performed in the Masjid during this Ramadan.
• There is no restriction on the length of the prayer other than that dictated by the risk
assessment. If this is sufficient to perform a full recitation of Quran in tarawih, this is
acceptable.
• Multiple tarawih congregations are permitted by regulation to accommodate worshippers, in
the same way as with the multiple jumu’a prayers.
• An updated risk assessment must be conducted by the Masjid. The Masjid must ensure that
it implements reasonable precautionary measures to facilitate tarawih prayers such as
ventilation, fresh air, opening of windows, social distancing, appropriate notices to inform
worshippers who should or should not attend (e.g, self-isolating), notices informing
worshippers to wear the face covering unless exempt.
It is thus left to the individual Masjid, whether they are able to perform a ‘full’ tarawih or a
‘shortened’ one (in which the entire Quran is not recited).

Abu Huraira related that the Prophet (peace
and blessings be upon him) said:

“Whoever fasts during
Ramadan with faith and seeking
his reward from Allah will have
his past sins forgiven. Whoever
prays during the nights in
Ramadan with faith and seeking
his reward from Allah will have
his past sins forgiven. And he
who passes Lailat Al-Qadr in
prayer with faith and seeking
his reward from Allah will have
his past sins forgiven.”
(Bukhari, Muslim)

6. Congregational prayer at non-masjid places
Tarawih may also be performed in other (nonmasjid) community spaces (excluding private
homes), and would follow the same guidance as
that for places of worship. Those considering other
community venues for tarawih should carefully
consider if they are able to similarly keep
congregants safe.

7. Wudhu Facilities
It is legally required to have
washrooms and toilet facilities in a
place of worship. However, these
should be designated and limited
as it is reasonably precautionary to
request
the
worshippers
to
perform their ablution at home.
The designated washroom is only
used when essential.

8. Remaining in the Mosque, Recitation of Quran, and Dhikr
Many musallis enjoy spending long periods of time in the Masjid
during Ramadan. This is, by itself, acceptable according to the
Regulations. There is no time limit one can spend in the Masjid,
subject to risk assessments and reasonable precautionary
measures facilitating these individual acts of worship as per the
Regulation; this may include increased security at night time or
early in the morning,
Avoid sharing prayer items. It is advisable for individuals to bring
their own Qur’ans, stand, and tasbih or recite from ones own
device.
If Masjid provided items are used, then they should be sanitised
before and after use. Masjid should place sanitisers in easily
accessible areas.

9. I'tikaf
• The seclusion in the Masjid during the last ten days of Ramadan is a recommended and
emphasised sunna in all schools, and it is a communal obligation (fard kifaya) in the Hanafi
school for at least one person in a community to perform it.
• I'tkaf is an act of worship and is permitted the Regulation.
• It is normally considered a condition of i’tikaf that participants (mu’takifin) remain within the
boundaries of the shari’ masjid – which is usually considered the main prayer area.
• However, given the need to ensure that there is social distancing between households and to
avoid the resemblance with household mixing (when mu’takifin and regular musallis are in
proximity), it may be advisable to take an alternative acceptable position in the Hanafi school
that the boundary of the masjid – beyond which the mu’takifin may not stray – is the boundary
of the masjid plot itself. This would allow for the mu’takifin to occupy a separate area of the
masjid, not the main prayer area.
Alternatively, masajid may choose to follow the well-known (mu’tamad) position and further
restrict either the number of musallis in the main prayer area or the number of mu’takifin. This
should all be based on comprehensive risk assessment. Places of worship are permitted by
regulation to be open 24 hours a day, and the i’tikaf may thus occur through the entire period
as an act of worship.

As such, i’tikaf may be performed this
Ramadan by members of the public, subject to
risk assessments being prepared and
reasonable precautionary measures are
implemented, which may include:
- To limit the number of mu’takifin compared to
previous years.
- Selection on mu’takifin based upon low risk
of infection.
- 72 hours isolation before entering i’tikaf, with
symptomatic individuals forgoing the i’tikaf
- A negative PCR test prior to entering i’tikaf
and regular lateral flow tests during i’tikaf
- Mu’takifin having exclusive
ablution and kitchen facilities

access

to

- Sensible social distancing measures from
other congregants

10. Eid Prayer
• Eid prayer is permitted in the Masajid, and should follow the same rules as are in effect for
Jumu’a prayer, including those relating to multiple prayers. Capacity and number of sessions
are to be determined by an updated risk assessment.
• A planned Eid prayer in the park may be permitted according to the new Regulations to be
published 12 April 2021, and further guidance will be issued on this.

11. General Social Gathering
• It is vital to note that this guidance relates only to the topics discussed – acts of worship in
places of worship during Ramadan. Readers are reminded that these are specific exceptions
and relaxations to the general public health rules that have been made for acts of worship,
given how central they are to spiritual life and experience.
• Everyone of course must follow the Regulations according to law in other settings, such as
home and being outdoors.

12. Closing
Closing Counsel
Counsel
12.
Finally, we encourage Muslims everywhere to take advantage of this sacred month, each
according to their capacity. It is understandable and unfortunate that the same community spirit
that we feel during the month of Ramadan each year may not be felt this year to the same
extent. However, let us look to the relative freedoms we have this Ramadan compared to the
last and give thanks for what we normally take for granted.
We strongly encourage Muslims to use this month to develop a stronger connection with the
Book of Allah, through reciting it, studying its meanings, and implementing what we recite.
Those who are not proficient in the Arabic language should use the help of translations to help
them understand and contemplate the meanings of the Qur’an.
We also encourage that this month of mercy and forgiveness is one in which Muslims show
mercy and forgiveness to others, particularly their relatives. Use this as an opportunity to mend
family ties and to reconcile between those who may hold ill feelings towards one another.
We also strongly advise Muslims to always refer back to qualified experts, particularly during
times of fear and confusion. Always seek the advice of senior scholars, scholarly bodies, and
fatwa committees for matters of faith, and avoid circulating material without caution.
Lastly, remember in your duas during this time of acceptance all those who have passed away
or lost family members, have been alone, afraid and isolated, who continue to suffer the illeffects of illness and disease, or have been beset by mental or spiritual difficulties during this
period.

